Students’ Association 
Film and Television Institute of India, 
& Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 
Date - 31/10/2015 


The students of the Film and Television Institute of India write this letter to express their solidarity 
with the students protesting against the UGC’s decision to scrap the non-NET fellowship programme. 


The events that have transpired right from the scrapping of the fellowship programme to the police 
brutality used against the students protesting the decision has stunned and disturbed the students of 
the FTII. The systemic assault on the education system by the incumbent government has rattled us, 
and we hope has shaken each student in this country as well as the citizens who believe that good 
education is a tenet of a society aspiring to be economically developed, progressive and inclusive. We 
hope the citizens of this country sit up and take notice and do all they can to show their support to 
the protesting students. 


The seriousness with which the incumbent government has approached higher education in the 
nation, their constant political interference in the best educational institutes in the country, the 
budget cuts towards education on a whole, their attempts at shirking their responsibility towards the 
higher education system have all been immensely disturbing and are unacceptable. Moreover the 
practice of disregarding the students’ protests and dealing with them with police force, tainting their 
integrity or ignoring them sets a very chilling precedent in how this country is to be run. 


We hope that the demands of the protesting students are objectively understood and met as soon as 
is possible and the government allays the growing fears of the youth of this nation tangibly instead of 


trying to appear as progressive and inclusive and simultaneously and blatantly stifling the voices of 
its students. 


Warm Regards, 


Students’ Association, FTII 


